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affirmative evidence to establish that the
veteran was not exposed to any such agent
during that service.”’;

Whereas the international definition and
United States-recognized borders of the Re-
public of Vietnam includes the bays, harbors,
and territorial seas of that Republic;

Whereas multiple scientific and medical
sources, including studies done by the Gov-
ernment of Australia, have shown evidence
of exposure to herbicide agents such as
Agent Orange by those serving in the bays,
harbors, and territorial seas of the Republic
of Vietnam;

Whereas veterans who served in the Armed
Forces in the bays, harbors, and territorial
seas of the Republic of Vietnam during the
period beginning on January 9, 1962, and end-
ing on May 7, 1975, were exposed to this toxin
through their ships’ distillation processes,
air and water currents, and the use of ex-
posed water from inland sources, such as
water from near heavily sprayed Monkey
Mountain, delivered by exposed water
barges;

Whereas such veterans experience a signifi-
cantly higher percentage of medical condi-
tions associated with Agent Orange exposure
compared to those in the regular populace;

Whereas when passing the Agent Orange
Act of 1991 (Public Law 102-4), Congress did
not differentiate between those who served
on the inland waterways and on land versus
those who served in the bays, harbors, and
territorial seas of that Republic;

Whereas the purpose behind providing pre-
sumptive coverage for medical conditions as-
sociated with exposure to Agent Orange is
because proving such exposure decades after
its occurrence is not scientifically or medi-
cally possible; and

Whereas thousands of veterans who served
in the Armed Forces in the bays, harbors,
and territorial seas of the Republic of Viet-
nam during the period beginning on January
9, 1962, and ending on May 7, 1975, die at in-
creasing rates every year: Now, therefore, be

it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) recognizes the intent of the Agent Or-
ange Act of 1991 (Public Law 102-4) included
the presumption that those veterans who
served in the Armed Forces in the bays, har-
bors, and territorial seas of the Republic of
Vietnam during the period beginning on Jan-
uary 9, 1962, and ending on May 7, 1975,
served in the Republic of Vietnam for all
purposes under the Agent Orange Act of 1991;

(2) intends for those veterans who served in
the Armed Forces during the period begin-
ning on January 9, 1962, and ending on May
7, 1975, in the bays, harbors, territorial seas,
inland waterways, on the ground in the Re-
public of Vietnam, and other areas exposed
to Agent Orange, and having been diagnosed
with connected medical conditions to be
equally recognized for such exposure through
equitable benefits and coverage as those who
served in the inland rivers and on the Viet-
namese land mass; and

(3) calls on the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs to review the policy of the Department
of Veterans Affairs that excludes presump-
tive coverage for exposure to Agent Orange
to veterans described in paragraph (1).

——————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
have 9 requests for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority leaders.

Pursuant to Rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
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ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session

of the Senate on Tuesday, April 4, 2017,

at 9:30 a.m., in open session, to receive

testimony on United States Strategic

Command Programs.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN

AFFAIRS
The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, April 4, 2017 at 10 a.m. to
vote on the nomination of Mr. Jay

Clayton.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
The Senate Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
in order to hold a hearing on Tuesday,

April 4, 2017, at 10 a.m. in Room 366 of

the Dirksen Senate Office Building in

Washington, DC.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-

sion of the Senate on Tuesday, April 4,

2017 at 10:15 a.m., to hold a hearing en-

titled “The European Union as a Part-

ner Against Russian Aggression: Sanc-
tions, Security, Democratic Institu-
tions, and the Way Forward.”

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet, during the session of the

Senate, to conduct a hearing entitled

“FDA User Fee Agreements: Improving

Medical Product Regulation and Inno-

vation for Patients, Part II”’ on Tues-

day, April 4, 2017, at 10 a.m., in room

430 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-

ing.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Tuesday, April 4, 2017, at

9:30 a.m. in order to conduct a hearing

titled ‘“Fencing Along the Southwest

Border.”

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
The Senate Select Committee on In-
telligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the 115th Congress of the

U.S. Senate on Tuesday, April 4, 2017

from 2:15 p.m. in room SH-219 of the

Senate Hart Office Building.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON CYBERSECURITY
The Subcommittee on Cybersecurity
of the Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session

of the Senate on Tuesday, April 4, 2017,

at 2:30 p.m.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SURFACE TRANSPORTATION
AND MERCHANT MARINE INFRASTRUCTURE,
SAFETY AND SECURITY
The Committee on Commerce,

Science, and Transportation is author-

ized to hold a meeting during the ses-

sion of the Senate on Tuesday, April 4,

April 4, 2017

2017, at 2:30 p.m. in room 253 of the Rus-
sell Senate Office Building.

The Committee will hold Sub-
committee Hearing on ‘“‘Keeping Goods
a Moving: Continuing to Enhance
Multimodal Freight Policy and Infra-
structure.”

————

NATIONAL READ ALOUD MONTH

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Judi-
ciary Committee be discharged from
further consideration of and the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 94.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

A resolution (S. Res. 94) designating March
2017 as ‘‘National Read Aloud Month.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 94) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of March 23, 2017,
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.”’)

———

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following resolutions,
which were submitted earlier today: S.
Res. 111, S. Res. 112, and S. Res. 113.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions
en bloc.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolutions be agreed
to, the preambles be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table, all en
bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolutions were agreed to.

The preambles were agreed to.

(The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.’’)

————

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the debate
time on the nomination of Judge
Gorsuch during Wednesday’s session of
the Senate be divided as follows: that
following leader remarks the time
until 11 a.m. be equally divided; that
the time from 11 a.m. until 12 noon be
under the control of the majority; that
the time from 12 noon until 1 p.m. be
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